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max of human perfection in the realm of the spirit, only
a small select group of Indians looked upon the Bible or
Christianity with an equal enthusiasm. But then, we
must remember that neither the Upanishads nor Bud-
dhism entered Europe in the wake of invading armies
or colonial subjection. Indeed, European scholars and
poets were 'free' to admire where admiration was due.
The admiration of die Indian intellectual, whenever it was
ungrudgingly given, was due to an inherent generosity of
heart and a willingness to understand despite the loss of
political or economic freedom. Such an intellectual free-
dom is, quite naturally, limited to the very few only, a
Vivekananda, a Rabindranath, a* Mahatma Gandhi. The
psychology of cultural response in India was, therefore,
determined by different forces than in the West. And a
comparative study of the two might again lead to those
misleading generalizations and abstractions which we
want to avoid. By limiting ourselves to the West only
we shall at least be able to point out those currents and
cross-currents that made the response of Europeans to
India during the last hundred and fifty years one of
the most significant cultural events in the history of the
human mind.